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i. Theoretical framework – global health governance
(…) the use of formal and informal institutions, rules,
and processes by states, intergovernmental
organizations, and non-state actors to deal with
challenges to health that require cross-border
collective action to address effectively. (Fidler, 2010)

Global health governance along three political spaces
- Global Governance for Health;
- Global Health Governance;
- Governance for Global Health
Source: Kickbusch, I. Glob Health Action 2014, 7: 23507 - http://dx.doi.org/10.3402/gha.v7.23507

i.

Theoretical framework –

global health governance
Health increasingly recognized as a property of
multiple interconnected systems:

- economy, environment, education, food, transport,
etc.

Social determinants of health : healthcare access and
equity, education level and quality, neighbourhood,
social context, economic stability, ….
Source: Colleaga

ii. Health Silk Road (HSR) – concept and evolution
 HSR is integrated in Belt and Road Initiative in its origin.
 Formally coined in 2015 along with a 3-year action plan

for health.
 Derived from the core elements of Development
Assistance for Health (DAH);
 After Covid-19 pandemic, it gained a more perceived
relevance.
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ii. Health Silk Road (HSR) – concept and evolution
Main areas of intervention of HSR:
 Development of cooperation mechanisms;

 Infectious diseases control and prevention;
 Capacity building and personnel training;
 Medical assistance and emergencies;
 Health systems and policies;
 Development of health industry

ii. Health Silk Road (HSR) – timeline
2015 : Three-Year Implementation Plan for Promoting the BRI Health Exchange and Cooperation;
2017:

Belt and Road Forum on Health Cooperation: Towards a Health Silk Road;
Issuance of “Beijing Communiqué of the Belt and Road Health Cooperation and Health Silk Road” ;

2020:

WHO declares a pandemic situation in March;
White paper - Fighting Covid-19: China in Action
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iii. Achievements and trends of Health Silk Road
Before the pandemic:
 Organization and promotion of international foruns on health cooperation;
 Building of health infrastructures and sending of medical teams;

After the pandemic:
 China had provided assistance to 150 countries and 7 international organizations
 From the start of pandemic until October 2020, China exported: 179 bilion masks +

1,73 bilion of protective suits + 543 million testing kits.

iii. Achievements and trends of Health Silk Road
Publicly listed Chinese biotech companies
working on Covid-19 vaccine by mid-2020

After the pandemic:
 Vaccine diplomacy: “the branch of global health
diplomacy that relies on the use or delivery of
vaccines” (Peter Hotez)/ Vaccine as a “global public
good”;
 “Shared future for mankind with health for all”;

CanSino Biologics
Sinopharm
China National Biotech Group
Fosun Pharma
Sichuan Clover
Chonqing Zhifei Biological Products
Source: Tillman et al., 2021

iii. Achievements and trends of Health Silk Road
Both before and after the pandemic occurence:
 Higher engagement into scientific research and international scientific cooperation;
 High investment in areas such as biopharma and biotechnology;
 Food and drugs security as a priority;

 Creation of financing institutions;
 Continuation of the momentum of reforms in its inner health system: ‘Healthy China

2030’ and its challenges

Examples of what People’s Republic of China is doing (through the lens of its official website
of The State Council)

Titles of some news published in May 2021
Vice-premier urges better disease prevention, control system
Vice-premier calls for more efforts to improve people's well-being
China to strengthen capabilities in drug supervision
Over 300m doses of COVID-19 vaccines administered in China
China-donated COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Myanmar
China donates traditional medicine to Cambodia for treating COVID-19 patients
Nepal gets more China-donated oxygen cylinders amid oxygen crisis over COVID-19
Vice-premier calls for efforts to implement Healthy China initiative
China ready to offer support, assistance to help India fight COVID-19
Source: http://english.www.gov.cn

iv. 14th Five-Year Plan core ideas (based on the draft version issued on March)
 Main goal of 14th Five-Years Plan is “to build a moderatly prosperous society in allround way(…)”;

 New stage of development;
 Increasing governance capabilities;
 Dual circulation concept in economic field;
 People-centered approach;
 Key core technology will enter a new level , forefront of innovative countries

iv. 14th Five-Year Plan – core ideas (based on the draft version issued on March)
 “Build a country strong in culture education, talent, sports and a healthy China”;
 Enhancement in cultural soft power;
 Increasing governance capabilities;

 People-centered approach;
 Key core technology will enter a new level , forefront of innovative countries
 Reduction of the gap in living standards of population

iv. 14th Five-Year Plan – core ideas

Source: Global Times

iv. 14th Five-Year Plan and health
 Continue with the ‘Healthy China 2030’ vision;
 Rebalance of medical resources;
 Building up of hierarchical diagnosis and tiered treatment system;

 Reinforcement of management assessment of public hospitals;
 Reform of centralized procurement and use of drugs;
 Telemedicine, elderly care services, and mental health as areas of special
development alongside with the other ones.

iv. 14th Five-Year Plan and health
Key trends for health 2021-2025 (source: KMPG , 2021)
 Rapid growth of biopharmaceutical market;
 Strong growth potential for innovative medical devices companies;
 Long-term positive development of Chinese Traditional Medicine;

 Increased opportunities for digital primary care;
 From expansion to high-quality and efficiency in hospitals network;

 Rapid growth of rehabilitation services

Final considerations
- Aid recipient vs. Aid donor;
- Pursuance of ‘Healthy China 2030’ internally;

- Extended history of health assistance (DAH) since 1960’s;
- Health Silk Road as a form to pave the way to China’s health diplomacy;
- Secures the operation of global medical supply chain (e.g. vaccines);
- Incrementation of ‘going out strategy’ of Chinese companies in health sector;
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